








WHAT IS YOUR EXPERIENCE OF BEING DESTITUTE? 

 

We are asylum seekers who have come from our country for a number of reasons and we will 

provide you here with a brief account of the suffering the Arab community is undergoing, 

particularly in terms of the shortage of services, such as the lack of material services for refugees, 

the absence of job opportunities, the lack of transport services and things like that.  Refugees are 

issued with [£
1
]35 each week, i.e. a daily [£]5.  I ask those in charge whether it is enough for food 

or transport or drink.  We therefore hope they extend a helping hand to all refugees and that our 

voice is heard by the relevant authorities. 

 

 

WHERE DID YOU STAY? 

 

I live in a studio in the Hill Park area.  In this respect, we would like the relevant, competent 

authorities to provide housing directly to the refugees because accommodation is the basis of human 

life and happiness.  As those without shelter or accommodation, we are asking that attention be 

given to providing a large [illegible] of the houses in the same way as the other [illegible]. 

 

 

WHAT DID YOU EAT? 

 

I only eat two meals a day and so we would ask the relevant authorities to look into the suffering of 

our refugee brothers and sisters.  Thank you. 

 

 

HOW DID YOU TRAVEL? 

 

I have sometimes come by bus in order to attend the English language class being given.  Thank 

you to our teacher brothers and sisters for helping us by giving classes in speaking English. 

 

 

WHO HELPED YOU WITH HEALTHCARE? 

 

As regards health, we are well, thank God.  We sometimes ask friends for help.  We ask that special 

offices concerned with refugees be opened in [illegible].  Thank you. 

 

 

WHO HELPED YOU WITH LEGAL ADVICE? 

 

As for me, I have a friend who has been living here for about five years and who helps me on 

occasion with my affairs. 

We ask the competent authorities to open an Arabic translation asylum office in Scotland. 

 

 

WHO ELSE HELPED YOU? 

 

My friend here sometimes helps me with various simple things. 

 

ANY OTHER COMMENTS? 

                                                 
1 Translator’s note: in the handwritten text this looks like “E” but from the context I think it is meant to be a pound 

symbol (£). 



 

We suggest that there should be special offices concerned with new refugees in order to give them a 

helping hand and assist them with various things. 
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